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country; how to promote village reconstruction;
how to stop such social evils as purdah, the
seclusion of women, child marriages; how to
secure their legal and political rights; and how
to promote the civic life in their country. All
these are great ideals* Are the women working
for them?
Yet it should be remembered that the condition
of women has not always been so deplorable or
bad as it is to-day. In the Vedic times the womea
of India had a very honourable and high position*
in Indian society. The people worshipped female
deities, and it has been said that, " In those days
men and women were equal partners in the great
task of home and nation building, and were free to
take part in every aspect of the mental and spiritual
life of the race/' Some women have been described
as writers of some hymns, and in those days
no ceremonies could be complete without their
participation* A woman was looked upon as the
best teacher, especially of children. Monogamy
prevailed and a grown-up girl could choose a
husband for herself. It was during the days of
Mami that the freedom of women came to be
restricted to some extent, but even in those days
the women occupied an independent and honour-
able position in their homes. In the days of the
epics the Indian woman perhaps had the best
possible position, She could choose a husband
lor herself, she could: receive education, aad she